“Starter” lines to get you in the game.

Openers:

[image: image1.wmf]“Excuse me, I hope you don’t mind my coming up to you like this, but I don’t know a single person here.  My name is …”

“What is your role in all this?”  

“How do you fit into this?”

“Hey, doesn’t the host/hostess look great tonight?”

“Isn’t this (food) delicious?” 
“Hello.  That is a great looking … pin, tie, etc”

“Pardon me; may I give you a compliment?”

First time at a particular networking event: “I haven’t been to one of these before.  Can you tell me how to get to the … (sign up table, restroom, refreshment table, etc)?”  Then introduce yourself.  You are now “friends.” When you see them later, call them by name. Perhaps remind them as to when you met.

Unusual verbal approach: “Mingle. Mingle. Mingle”

Compliment on:

Appearance

Possessions: Home, car, watch, 

Personal qualities: determination, courage, thoughtfulness, attitude, 

Maintainers:
My all-time favorite: “Really!?  Tell me more.” (Before you launch into your story)
“How interesting!  What was that like?”

“What do you do when you’re not at work?

“How was your weekend?”

Or, “Any plans for this coming weekend?”

Questions
Ask about their family

Ask about vacation plans / recent vacation.

Ask about a project at work

Discuss any kind of neutral subject such as television shows, the Academy Awards, sports events, movies, new restaurants.  Stay away from anything too controversial.

Pay attention to what they would like to elaborate on.
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To show that you are listening:
“Hhmmm … I see.”

“That must have been frustrating.”

“Can you give me an example?”
“I’m sorry you have to go through that.”

To redirect:

“That reminds me of …”

“You know, I was just reading in the paper …”

“May I change the subject?”

Escape / Exit lines
 “Please excuse me.”  Keep it simple.  You don’t need a reason. 
“As enjoyable as this is, I think it’s time to mingle.”
“I don’t want to monopolize your time.  Besides, aren’t we supposed to mingle?”

“Excuse me, but I must go practice my mingling.”

“Excuse me.  I promised to help ​​_______” (the host/hostess).

“I’m going to circulate and meet some new members.”

“I need to go see some of the exhibits.”

Future meeting?
“I don’t want to monopolize your time this evening.  Can we arrange to meet later?”


For phone conversations:
Your response to, “How are you?” 

“Fantastic”

“Hungry.”

“I’ll know after I’m done talking to you.” 
Make sure you ask how they are doing.
Forgot name – eek!
“It’s been one of those days.  I remember you, but please tell me your name.”

Extend hand: “Hi.  My name is _____”

“Have you two met?”

“Have you met ______?”


To find out the unusual stories:
What was it like in the town you grew up in?

What are some of your family traditions you particularly enjoy?

What is the most rebellious thing you’ve ever done?

What is the most unforgettable coincidence you’ve ever experienced?

Describe your first away-from-home living quarters or experience?

Tell me something most people wouldn’t guess about you.

Please share a memory of one of your grandparents

If you could replay any moment in your life, what would it be?
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